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`From Thomas Hobbes' fear of the power of laughter to the compulsory, packaged "fun" of the contemporary
mass media, Billig takes the reader on a stimulating tour of the strange world of humour. Both a significant
work of scholarship and a novel contribution to the understanding of the humourous, this is a seriously
engaging book' - David Inglis, University of Aberdeen

This delightful book tackles the prevailing assumption that laughter and humour are inherently good. In
developing a critique of humour the author proposes a social theory that places humour - in the form of
ridicule - as central to social life. Billig argues that all cultures use ridicule as a disciplinary means to uphold
norms of conduct and conventions of meaning.

Historically, theories of humour reflect wider visions of politics, morality and aesthetics. For example,
Bergson argued that humour contains an element of cruelty while Freud suggested that we deceive ourselves
about the true nature of our laughter. Billig discusses these and other theories, while using the topic of
humour to throw light on the perennial social problems of regulation, control and emancipation.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Stewart:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just their can
do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour
(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) to read.

Terry Dansby:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Laughter and Ridicule:
Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Laughter and
Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society)is
the main of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this
book.

William White:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social
Critique of Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society), you could enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Sandra Wright:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of
Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) can give you a lot of buddies because by
you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be



great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Laughter and Ridicule: Towards a Social Critique of
Humour (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society).
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