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The literature on Kierkegaard is often content to paraphrase. By contrast, Michael Theunissen articulates one
of Kierkegaard's central ideas, his theory of despair, in a detailed and comprehensible manner and confronts
it with alternatives. Understanding what Kierkegaard wrote on despair is vital not only because it illuminates
his thought as a whole, but because his account of despair in The Sickness unto Death is the cornerstone of
existentialism. Theunissen's book, published in German in 1993, is widely regarded as the best treatment of
the subject in any language. Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair is also one of the few works on Kierkegaard
that bridge the gap between the Continental and analytic traditions in philosophy.

Theunissen argues that for Kierkegaard, the fundamental characteristic of despair is the desire of the self "not
to be what it is." He sorts through the apparently chaotic text of The Sickness unto Death to explain what
Kierkegaard meant by the "self," how and why individuals want to flee their selves, and how he believed
they could reconnect with their selves. According to Theunissen, Kierkegaard thought that individuals in
despair seek to deny their authentic selves to flee particular aspects of their character, their past, or the world,
or in order to deny their "mission." In addition to articulating and evaluating Kierkegaard's concept of
despair, Theunissen relates Kierkegaard's ideas to those of Heidegger, Sartre, and other twentieth-century
philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Loyd Tyler:

This book untitled Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Virginia Gauvin:

The reason? Because this Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Mary Tobin:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs
in Philosophy) become your starter.

Robin Adams:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book
Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy). You can more desirable than now.
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