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American democracy relies on an accurate census to fairly allocate political representation and billions of
dollars in federal funds. Declining participation in previous censuses and a general waning of civic
engagement in society raised the possibility that the 2000 count would miss many
Americans—disproportionately ethnic and racial minorities—depriving them of their share of influence in
American society and yielding an unfair distribution of federal resources. Faced with this possibility, the
Census Bureau launched a massive mobilization campaign to encourage Americans to complete and return
their census forms. In The Hard Count, former Census Bureau director Kenneth Prewitt, D. Sunshine
Hillygus, Norman H. Nie, and Heili Pals present a rigorous evaluation of this campaign. Can a busy, mobile,
disengaged public be motivatived to participate in this civic activity? Using a rich set of data and drawing on
theories of civic mobilization, political persuasion, and media effects, the authors assess the factors that
influenced participation in the 2000 census..

The Hard Count profiles a watershed moment in the history of the American census. As the mobilization
campaign was underway, political opposition to the census sprang up, citing privacy issues and seeking to
limit the kind of data the census could collect. Hillygus, Nie, Prewitt, and Pals analyze the competing effects
of the mobilization campaign and the privacy controversy on public attitudes and cooperation with the
census. Using an internet based survey, the authors tracked a representative sample of Americans over time
to gauge changes in census attitudes, privacy concerns, and their eventual decision whether or not to return
their census form. The study uniquely captures the public’s exposure to census advertising, community
mobilization, and news stories, and was designed so people could view video clips and photos of actual
campaign advertisements on their sets in their homes. The authors find that the Census Bureau campaign did
in fact raise awareness of the census and census participation. The mobilization campaign was especially
effective at increasing participation among groups historically undercounted by the census. They also find
that census participation would have been higher if not for the privacy controversy, which discouraged many
people from cooperating with the census and led others to omit information from their census form. The
findings of The Hard Count have important policy implications for future census counts and offer theoretical
insights regarding the influence of mobilization campaigns on civic participation.

The goal of full and equal cooperation with the decennial census and other government surveys is an
important national priority. The Hard Count shows that a mobilization campaign can dramatically increase
voluntary participation in the decennial headcount and identifies emerging social and political challenges that
may threaten future census counts and contribute to the growing fragility of our national statistical system..

A Volume in the Russell Sage Foundation Census Series
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Parish:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Hard Count: The Political and
Social Challenges of Census Mobilization. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Brandy Anderson:

The ability that you get from The Hard Count: The Political and Social Challenges of Census Mobilization
will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Hard Count: The Political and Social
Challenges of Census Mobilization giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this book
is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this kind of The Hard Count: The Political and Social Challenges of Census Mobilization instantly.

Nancy Barry:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely The Hard Count: The Political and Social Challenges of Census
Mobilization.

Stephen Stansbury:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The Hard Count: The Political and Social
Challenges of Census Mobilization can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Hard Count: The Political and Social Challenges of Census Mobilization.
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