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The conflicts and crises of today's Middle East are rooted in the colonial era. To better understand them, we
need to acknowledge how Western imperialism negatively shaped the region and its destiny in the half-
century between World War I and the happenings of the Cold War. That is the challenging argument of The
Poisoned Well, which provides a vivid account of the struggle against European colonial rule in ten states
stretching from North Africa to south Arabia.

Drawing on a rich cast of eye-witnesses - ranging from nationalists and colonial administrators to soldiers,
spies, and courtesans - The Poisoned Well brings to life the story of the making of the Middle East,
highlighting the great dramas of decolonization such as the end of the Palestine mandate, the Suez crisis, the
Algerian war of independence, and the retreat from Aden. It argues that imperialism sowed the seeds of
future conflict - and poisoned relations between the Middle East and the West.

Bolstered by firsthand accounts and interviews, readers will find a wise and humanistic account of the
struggle for independence in the Middle East. Written by a former BBC journalist, it is a far-ranging,
landmark work that will serve as the definitive history of Western imperialism in the Middle East for years to
come.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

The book The Poisoned Well: Empire and Its Legacy in the Middle East can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The Poisoned
Well: Empire and Its Legacy in the Middle East? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book The Poisoned Well: Empire and Its Legacy in the Middle East has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Longoria:

Here thing why this kind of The Poisoned Well: Empire and Its Legacy in the Middle East are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. The Poisoned Well: Empire and Its Legacy in the Middle East giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Poisoned Well: Empire and Its Legacy in the Middle East. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Poisoned
Well: Empire and Its Legacy in the Middle East in e-book can be your alternative.

Edward Baca:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Poisoned Well: Empire and Its Legacy in
the Middle East can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Judy Yelle:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Poisoned Well: Empire and Its Legacy in the Middle East can make



you experience more interested to read.
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