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A young man, terminally ill and in extreme suffering, asks to be removed from life support, requesting
morphine first so he'll be asleep when the machine stops. His physician agrees, but the hospital's chief
administrator intervenes, arguing that the morphine might itself cause death, leaving the physician open to
criminal indictment for murder. To placate the administrator, the doctor and patient reach a grim
compromise: life support will be disconnected first, and only after manifest signs of suffering appear will the
physician administer the morphine, to alleviate pain. The patient's request is ultimately respected, but many
staff members feel he has been made to suffer needlessly.
This is just one of many cases Ruth Macklin discusses in Enemies of Patients, an eye-opening look at the
growing number of forces that are hostile to the interests of patients, including hospital administrators,
lawyers who represent hospitals, insurance companies, government regulations, and even some well
intentioned physicians. Macklin, a highly regarded medical ethicist, the author of Mortal Choices and the
subject of a New York Times Magazine cover story, provides a behind-the-scenes look at how the patient's
ethical rights are often violated. She describes, for instance, how a new breed of hospital administrator, the
risk manager, acts consistently as an enemy of the patient, often urging physicians to continue aggressive,
expensive treatments for critically ill patients--even when the patient and doctor agree the treatment should
cease--for fear of lawsuits, bad publicity, or criminal indictment. (Macklin points out, for instance, that even
though no physician has ever been convicted of a crime for withdrawing treatment from a patient in a
permanent vegetative state, hospital lawyers and risk managers regularly assert that there is a danger of
criminal liability in such cases.) The government also can become an enemy of patients. The most egregious
case, according to Macklin, is the Federal government's "gag rule" which has prohibited health care facilities
that receive Title X funds from discussing abortion with pregnant women, violating the patient's right to full
information. And physicians themselves can become enemies of patients. Some, seeing themselves as fiscal
gatekeepers, ration expensive health care procedures on financial rather than medical grounds. Some
physicians refuse to treat patients who don't follow their advice (a cardiologist, for instance, who will not
take care of patients who smoke) and others won't treat patients who pose a threat of lawsuit (such as a
California woman in need of life-sustaining dialysis, who had previously sued another physician).
Packed with numerous case histories drawn from the author's experience in a major urban medical center,
Enemies of Patients will give readers a better understanding of their rights as patients and show them how to
forge an alliance with their doctors against common enemies.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

Here thing why this specific Enemies of Patients are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Enemies of Patients giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no guide that similar with Enemies of Patients. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Enemies of
Patients in e-book can be your option.

Jennifer Howard:

The guide with title Enemies of Patients includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Maria Hughes:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Enemies of Patients e-book written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Enemies of Patients as good book not merely by the cover but
also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Paula Lauria:

The book untitled Enemies of Patients contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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