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The key role that farming plays in the economy of Indiana today owes much to the work of John Harrison
Skinner (1874–1942). Skinner was a pioneering educator and administrator who transformed the study of
agriculture at Purdue University during the first decades of the twentieth century. From humble origins,
occupying one building and 150 acres at the start of his career, the agriculture program grew to spread over
ten buildings and 1,000 acres by the end of his tenure as its first dean. A focused, single-minded man,
Skinner understood from his own background as a grain and stock farmer that growers could no longer rely
on traditional methods in adapting to a rapidly changing technological and economic environment, in which
tractors were replacing horses and new crops such as alfalfa and soy were transforming the arable landscape.
Farmers needed education, and only by hiring the best and brightest faculty could Purdue give them the
competitive edge that they needed. While he excelled as a manager and advocate for Indiana agriculture,
Skinner never lost touch with his own farming roots, taking especial interest in animal husbandry. During the
course of his career as dean (1907–1939), the number of livestock on Purdue farms increased fourfold, and
Skinner showed his knowledge of breeding by winning many times at the International Livestock Exposition.
Today, the scale of Purdue’s College of Agriculture has increased to offer almost fifty programs to hundreds
of students from all over the globe. However, at its base, the agricultural program in place today remains
largely as John Harrison Skinner built it, responsive to Indiana but with its focus always on scientific
innovation in the larger world.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Smith:

This For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture
(Founders Series) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular For the Good of
the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series) without
we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry For the
Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series)
can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John
Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series) having very good arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Joann Huertas:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison
Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series) why because the great cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Amy Lewis:

This For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture
(Founders Series) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean
of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life along with knowledge.

Matthew Russell:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable



than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John
Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (Founders Series). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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